
 
QUESTION: Do you know whether the most recent Trump Order re: census about statistically 
deducting the undocumented population from the final Census 2020 Count — will that also 
affect the state funding formula, in addition the the much more covered impact on 
Congressional appropriation? Thank you in advance! 
 
RESPONSE: From Kathay Feng 
 The truth is, we don't know yet. Whether the Administration will be able to tamper with the 
Census data to remove immigrant families from the data is under litigation. The hope is we can 
block Immigrant Exclusion efforts. There are career Census people who could prepare the real 
numbers (full count) for apportionment, redistricting, and resource allocation, if the current 
political efforts are blocked by the courts. 
 
QUESTION: Question for Kathay,  how does census impact drawing of local jurisdiction (county, 
city, school board) district voting maps and do you have a perspective on how that will impact 
long term API representation in politics? 
 
RESPONSE: Hi Amy! Census numbers are used for every level of government where there are 
districts, from school board, city council (where there are districts), to county board of supes, 
state Assembly, state Senate, and US House of Reps. As our communities grow, we should be 
able to tap Census numbers to draw lines that represent our communities - using either the 
Voting Rights Act or California Voting Rights Act. So making sure that we help everyone fill in 
the Census will also improve representation at the local level. Great question!! 
 
QUESTION: Question for Kathay! In 2021, is there any way to see the progress of district lines 
as they are redrawn and finalized? Or is it just announced statewide / nationally all at once, 
once it’s completed in totality ? 
 
RESPONSE: If the upcoming commission process is anything like the 2011 redistricting 
process, you will be able to see draft maps and even listen to and watch discussions between 
commissioners as they move lines in response to community testimony. You will be able to see 
adjustments real time. All versions of the maps that are to be voted on will sit for several days so 
the public has a chance to see and comment on them! 
 
QUESTION: Question for Timmy, it's great that you were the family policy director.  I agree it 
was a family discussion growing up.  It seems that parents with very young children, however, 
are least likely to turn out to vote.  Is there consideration on how to help them be engaged or 
help them find the time to be engaged? 
 
RESPONSE: I’m a parent too, and it’s tough! We try to make things very easy for folks though 
sharing voter guides that are translated too. You can sign up for our mailing list here to get it 
when it gets released (https://aapiforce-ef.org/). Even if community members disagree with us, 
we find it helpful to have that argument made so they can decide for themselves. 



 
This is also why we encourage voters to vote by mail, which is something everyone will be able 
to do this year. 
 
QUESTION: Are there direct-takeaways that young students on the call might be able to 
take-away? ~College student 
 
RESPONSE: from Karthick Ramakrishnan  
 
Turnout among younger AAPIs is not as high as it should be. Hopefully college students can get 
engaged in the November election and beyond, mobilizing voters etc 
 
QUESTION: To me it is unclear how to get involved with the API community because there is so 
much information out there, but I don't know which ones to pay attention to. How can I navigate 
this because I do want to become more involved with my community. I vote and sometimes 
speak to my friends about who we're voting for. I'm taking a class on Asian American studies to 
find a sense of belonging in my identity. So I am taking steps but is there a personal 
recommendation any of you might have for me? 
 
RESPONSE:  
From Timmy Lu 
 
We’re taking volunteers and interns now! https://aapiforce-ef.org/ And you can volunteer with us 
too. 
 
Field Operations Fellow 
https://cpasf.bamboohr.com/jobs/view.php?id=88 
Marketing Analyst Fellow 
https://cpasf.bamboohr.com/jobs/view.php?id=89 
 
From Karthick Ramakrishnan  
 
Hi there, AAPI Force works with a lot of community organizations throughout the state. 
Contacting Timmy Lu would be a good start if you’d like to get more involved in civic 
engagement/organizing 
  
QUESTION:  
Have you seen a shift or change in voter turnout in our communities in the last few years? 
 
RESPONSE:  
From Karthick Ramakrishnan: yes, there was a big jump in turnout between 2014 and 2018, will 
send a link to our blog post shortly. There were a lot of competitive Congressional races where 



AAPIs live, and Trump helped nationalize the election. We will likely see similar dynamics 
driving higher turnout in 2020: http://aapidata.com/blog/voting-gains/ 
 
QUESTION:  
Have you all seen any resources or data on AAPIs and mail in ballots or sub ethnic populations 
and mail in ballots - just thinking about voting this year in COVID. For example, do we have any 
videos on how to fill out a mail-in ballot correctly in language? 
 
RESPONSE:  
From Karthick Ramakrishan: We did focus groups with CA Common Cause on VBM messaging 
and low-propensity voters, including in-language focus groups.  
 
Haas Jr. supported the research, and here is a link: 
https://socialinnovation.ucr.edu/blog/2020/08/04/reaching-low-propensity-voters-california.  
 
Also under research on the main page: https://socialinnovation.ucr.edu 
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